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Methodology

FD Polling on behalf of CABC
�‰ July 2009

�‰ Telephone survey fielded between July 9-13, 2009 among a random nationally 
representative sample of 800 U.S. voters, aged 18 and older. 

�‰ Margin of error +/- 3.5% 

�‰ August 2009
�‰ Telephone survey fielded between August 4-6, 2009 among a random nationally 

representative sample of 800 U.S. registered voters, aged 18 and older. 
�‰ Margin of error +/- 3.5%

Other FD Polling on Politics and the American Middle Class
�‰ Allstate/National Journal Heartland Monitor Poll

�‰ Telephone survey fielded between September 24-28, 2009 among a random nationally 
representative sample of 1200 U.S. adults, aged 18 and older. 

�‰ Margin of error +/- 2.8% 
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Executive Summary
Support for “Buy American” Canada exception: While most American voters support 
“Buy American” provisions, they also support an exception for Canadian companies when 
informed of the potential impacts on the U.S. economy.

Support for free trade with Canada: By a 2:1 margin, American voters believe the U.S. 
should pursue free trade policies with Canada rather than protect the American economy 
from Canadian imports. 

�ƒ Declining presidential approval: Concerns about the economy and the highly polarizing 
healthcare debate have taken a toll on President Obama’s approval rating. 

Loss of confidence in institutions: Since the economic downturn, Americans have lost 
confidence in many major institutions (both public and private). 

�ƒ Turbulence ahead: Most Americans believe the U.S. economy will change significantly as a 
result of the recession, for the better (creation of green jobs) and for the worse (more severe 
cycles of booms and busts, lack of growth in standard of living).

�ƒ Change in behaviors: A majority of Americans expect to make long-term changes in their 
behaviors as a result of the recession (reducing spending, waiting to make major purchases, 
becoming more educated about personal finances, saving and investing more, staying in 
their jobs longer).
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Support for “Buy American” Provisions (July 2009)

Do you favor or oppose these laws? (July 2009; N=800 Margin of Error = +/-3.5%)

Strongly Favor, 
49%

Somewhat Favor, 
21%

Somewhat 
Oppose, 10%

Strongly Oppose, 
13%

23%Net Oppose

70%Net Favor

As you may know, as part of the economic stimulus plan passed by Congress and the President in February, 
billions of dollars will be spent by federal, state and local governments on public works projects in the U.S., 
such as building roads, bridges, highways and railroads. As part of this stimulus spending, some state and 
local governments are implementing what are called “Buy American” laws. These laws would mean that 
companies from foreign countries who could provide materials and labor can NOT be considered to work on 
these public works projects.

�} 7-in-10 American voters support “Buy American” provisions included 
as part of stimulus spending

• Half of all American voters strongly support them
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Support for “Buy American” Canada Exception (July 2009)

Do you agree or disagree that there should be an exception for Canadian companies to allow them to be considered to work on public 
works projects in the U.S.? (July 2009; N=800 Margin of Error = +/-3.5%)

Somewhat Agree, 
29%

Somewhat 
Disagree, 13%

Strongly Agree, 
27%

Strongly Disagree, 
24%

Some people say that these “Buy American” laws are fine, but they should be rewritten so that an exception is made to allow Canadian 
companies who can do the job to at least be considered to work on these public works projects. 

They say that, since Canada is the U.S.’ largest trading partner and that 22% of U.S. trade exports go to Canada, this is no way to treat 
an ally and a trading partner at a time when the U.S. economy should be encouraging international trade. And if Canadian companies 
can supply better materials and labor for these projects at a competitive price, then we should be considering using them.

They also say that, if Canadian companies ARE NOT allowed to bid on these projects, then Canada will put in place similar laws of 
their own that will prevent U.S. companies from doing business with Canada, and hurt U.S. companies, cost them jobs and hurt the
U.S. economy.

37%Net Disagree

56%Net Agree

�} However, when informed of the potential impacts on the U.S. economy, most 
American voters support an exception for Canadian companies
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Which is closer to your view?

OR

Other people say we need to implement more policies that restrict free trade between 
the United States and [CANADA/MEXICO] and focus on protecting the American 

economy and jobs from [CANADIAN/MEXICAN] imports that benefit 
[CANADA’S/MEXICO’S] economy but take jobs from the U.S.

Some people say we need to continue free trade policies between Some people say we need to continue free trade policies between the United States and the United States and 
[CANADA/MEXICO] because they will help create more demand in [CA[CANADA/MEXICO] because they will help create more demand in [CANADA/MEXICO] NADA/MEXICO] 

for U.S. products and services, which will create more jobs in tfor U.S. products and services, which will create more jobs in the U.S.he U.S.
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Thinking about the economy, I want to 
read you two opinions about jobs in 
America and see which comes 
CLOSER to your own… (August 2009; 
N=800 Margin of Error = +/-3.5%)

�} Most American voters 
believe the U.S. 
should pursue free 
trade policies with 
Canada and Mexico

�} There is significantly
more support for 
free trade with 
Canada

• Voters support free 
trade policies with 
Canada by a 2:1 
margin

Support for Free Trade with Canada & Mexico (August 2009)
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Support for Collaboration on Climate Change (August 2009)

Which is closer to your view?

OR

Other people say the United States, Canada and Mexico should each develop and 
pursue their own plans to address climate change

Some people say the United States, Canada and Mexico should all Some people say the United States, Canada and Mexico should all work together work together 
on a joint plan to address climate changeon a joint plan to address climate change
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As you may know, President Obama will be 
meeting with the President of Mexico and the 
Prime Minister of Canada. One of the issues 
they will discuss is how to address the issue 
of climate change. I would now like to read 
you two opinions about this issue and see 
which comes CLOSER to your own… (August 
2009; N=800 Margin of Error = +/-3.5%)

�} Approximately two thirds 
of American voters 
believe the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico 
should work together
on climate change

• Only 1-in-4 voters 
believe each country 
should pursue their 
own plans 
independently
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There will be a significant
increase in the number of
"green" jobs to do things
like build energy-efficient

cars

The American economy will
experience more severe
cycles of boom and bust
than in previous decades

The standard of living for
people like me will grow

more rapidly than it has in
recent decades

Expectations on the Post-Recession Economy

I would now like to read you a list of some ways the U.S. economy might change as a result of this recession.  Please indicate for 
each of the statements, how likely you think it is that that each of these changes will take place over the next 5-10 years? (N=1200, 
Margin of Error =+/-2.8%)

�} On the plus side, 85% of 
Americans expect there to 
be an increase in the 
number of green jobs

�} However, more than 6-in-
10 believe the economy 
will experience more 
severe cycles of booms 
and busts

�} And fewer than half 
believe the standard of 
living will grow more 
rapidly than in the past

Anticipated Impacts of the 
Recession


